
B.I. BLAST 
Waa-te-biig-gaa Giizis ~ Leaves Changing Colour Moon 

September 2017 

What a Niibin, Summer! Above, 2017 TFN Pow Wow.  



 

Kwe Kwe! What a niibin / summer, eh? It was beautiful and busy. But rain...rain… so much rain! 

Gitche Kimewin! Despite that, we had a great Community Days, fantastic Pow Wow, lots of our chil-

dren went to camp thanks to the Camp Fund, the Stewardship Project had another successful                   

season…  in this issue of the Blast, we will look back at all these and more. There are tons of photos 

from both the Pow Wow and Community Days– these are special events, especially when family and 

friends who can’t often come home manage to make the trip.  

School is starting and it looks like things will be busy as ever this taa-gwaa-gin / fall.                              

Have a good one! 

 

 

Results of the Second and Final Vote on Temagami First Nation                             

Resolution #2017-08-21(1) regarding the Robinson Huron Annuities 

Claim are available on the Ndakimenan Forum.                   

TFN members and TAA citizens may request a copy of the vote results and                                             

associated documents by contacting                             

 communication@temagamifirstnation.ca or 705-237-8943. 

Have you moved, changed phone numbers, or email address?  

Please let TFN know!  

Contact communication@temagamifirstnation.ca  

or 705-237-8943  

or TFN Band Office, General Delivery, Bear Island, ON P0H 1C0 

 The BI Blast belongs to the people.                                                              
Your voice is needed and valued! Please contribute! A photo,  an opinion, idea, piece of art, anything…                   

all we ask is “Be Nice, Keep Your Stick on the Ice”! 

Same contact info as above. 
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Back to school, in                                   

NDakimenan and beyond… 

Above, the LMLC gang; far 

left, Terri Vording’s little                 

darling Isabella– she’s a 

Leduc. Middle, Cheri Twain 

and Jay Connor’s adorable 

pair, Abbey and Reid; below, 

Keira Katt is growing sooo 

fast, and below left, cousins / 

besties / rez homegirls Angel 

Paul and Lisa Paul make us 

proud on their first day of   

college.  



 

      In Loving Memory… June MacInnis Has Left Us.  

 

Nee Friday, born on June 11th, 1931. Sadly passed away on  Thursday, August 17th, 2017 at the North Bay 

Regional Health Centre at the age of 86. 

Predeceased by her husband Donald, daughter Melissa, and son Doug. She will be greatly missed  by her sons 

Richard, Robert, and Donny. Sadly missed by her grandchildren John,  Crystal, Rebel, Shawna, Jenny, Diane, 

and Jessie; also by her great grandchildren  Jonathan, Sloan, Carter, Case, Eli, Ryan, and Addysen.  

June was an active volunteer within the aboriginal community  with  organizations such as North Bay Indian 

Friendship Centre and Native People of Nipissing Housing. She enjoyed knitting where she donated sweaters, 

hats, mitts, and socks to various organizations. She more recently wrote and published a book called Friday 

Memories where she fondly discusses her childhood growing up on Bear Island, Lake Temagami.  

There was no showing or funeral as per her wishes. There was a small family gathering on Bear Island,               

where she will rest.  

Donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer Society.  



 

 June MacInnis  
Was a skilled bush girl, a mother, a grandmother, a 

great grandmother, community volunteer, language 

speaker, language teacher, and author. The Blast 

had the good fortune to interview June for the                

November 2016 issue.  In it, she shared a bit of her 

philosophy of life. She said:  

“One has to be POSITIVE. Negativity in you will 

make you an unhappy person! Learn to enjoy your 

family, friends,  people. Be thankful for what you 

have. Good will come to you when you can enjoy 

your surroundings, people, friends, and be                  

forgiving. Accept people for who they are.                             

Remember, your happiness will help others to                  

be happy. Spirituality will find you!” 

June’s wonderful book, Friday Memories, is available at                                                                   

https://books.friesenpress.com/store/title/119734000027875927/June-Friday-MacInnis-Friday-Memories 

Copies are available at the Bear Island and Temagami libraries.  

June also shared her hopes for the                  

Teme Augama Anishnabai. She said,                                

“I hope more young people will be 

proud of their heritage, learn about 

their culture, language, and who they 

are.  Take an interest in their country.                                                    

Get an education and stick up                             

for our native rights.                                                             

Listen to what their parents and Elders 

tell them about their land, culture, and 

learn from it how we survived!                          

Be proud of your Nativeness!  

Beautiful words.  

Love and condolences to June’s family.  
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TFN-TAA JOINT COUNCIL MEETING 

Friday, September 15, 7:00 pm 

Lands and Resources Office 

Webex May be Available– To Be Determined. 

 

Next Regular Council Meeting is TENTATIVELY scheduled for Tuesday, June 19– to be announced. 



 

              A Message from TAA Chief Randall Becker: 

As the newly elected Chief of the Teme Augama Anishinabai, I would like to thank you for  

your support and convey what an honour this is. 

I hope to move forward taking successful methods used by 

other First Nations to better their way of life. 

The protection of our homeland from any pollution is of the 

utmost importance for future generations.  

We must also move forward while the government is                         

ignoring us. 

We have opportunities to create our own economy and               

determine our own future.  

I wish everyone health and happiness.  

Miigwetch. 

taachief@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Teme Augama Anishnabai Council Notice: 

A TAA Assembly is currently being planned for October.                           

Due to conflicting outside events, the planned                                                                           

September 30th date is postponed.  

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED ASAP.  

We encourage all TAA citizens to attend.                                                                                      

We need your input to develop our work plan and priorities. 

Chi Miigwetch. 

Next TAA Council Meeting:  

Friday, September 15, 5:00 pm 

Lands and Resources Office 
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The Elder’s Lunch and Bingo  

Has been changed to Tuesday, September 12.   

Regular date next month.  

 



 

 

Services provided by Temagami First Nation 

 

 

 

Please be advised those who wish to access services provided                  

by the Temagami First Nation must first contact the Community 

Infrastructure Manager to arrange time and date of service(s)          

requested and to pay in advance fee for service.  

 

Please do not contact Community Infrastructure Staff (Heavy 

Equipment, Handyman, Housing and Water Treatment) to arrange 

for services.    

For more information, please 

contact me at the below phone 

number and/or email address.  



 

 



  

 TFN COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 
The TFN Communications Committee will be working on several areas of                                                                     

communications improvement over the next several months.  

TFN member and professional graphic artist Haley Laronde has been contracted to create a new website 

and logo. Community members will be asked to help to select the final logo choice.  

The Communications Committee will be consulting with community members as well on proposed changes. 

TFN member Mary Laronde, who has years of professional experience in high-level communications                        

projects, is our committee expert.  

We will also be issuing a call out for another member to expand the team.   

Current committee members are: Casey Becker, Douglas McKenzie Jr., Council Ex Officio Jamie Saville, and 

Communications Officer Daisy Fannin.  

We look forward to your participation in making communications the best it can be! Miigwetch.  

communication@temagamifirstnation.ca 
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THE EMERGENCY FIRST RESPONSE TEAM NEEDS YOU! 

A Message from TFN’s New Fire Chief, Matthew Pilon: 

Hello Everyone! 

I would like to inform the community that I am going to be starting up Fire Practices                        
and am looking for anyone over the age of 18 who would like to volunteer with the                                 
Bear Island Fire Brigade. 

Fire Practices will be held every second and fourth Wednesday of every month from                   
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM. The first practice will be held at the Sonny Moore Building on Wednes-
day, September 13th.  

I look forward to seeing and working with everyone who would like to come out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Safety Tip: In case of a fire in your home, GET OUT, STAY OUT, and CALL FOR HELP!  

We are looking for community                    

members to join our EFR team.  

Training to be announced; dates will        

be in February.  

If you are interested, please contact: 

 Kim Jones at 705-569-3210 

 Or  

Marie Paul 705-237-8950 



 

 

Pow Wow 2017! 
July 8 & 9 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 

 

Photos the next 

3 pages by                        

Aaron Nelles 



 

 



 

 

Chi Miigwetch to Pow Wow Coordinator Tyler Paul (below far left) and                   

all the volunteers who made the Pow Wow such a fantastic success.                                   

Chi Miigwetch also to the Migizi (Eagle) who blessed us with a visit! 



 

   
Community Days 
          July 13 & 14, 2017 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



  

 

Congratulations to all the           

candidates who ran in the  

elections, and congratulations 

to all who voted– especially 

those who traveled a long way 

back to Ndakimenan.  

It was a great Community Days

– Chi Miigwetch to all the staff, 

volunteers, and participants! 

Just an FYI, in case you missed it… here are your new                    

TFN and TAA Council members: 

TAA Council: 

Chief Randall Becker 

taachief@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Second Chief John Turner 

2ndchieftaa@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Mike Paul 

1taacouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Jesse Paul  

2taacouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Melissa Turner 

3taacouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Eva Couchie 

4taacouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

                                          TFN Council: 

Chief Arnold Paul chief@temagamifirstnation.ca                                 

Second Chief John Turner 2ndchieftfn@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Mike Paul 1tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Wayne Potts 2tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Alice Becker 3tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Jamie Friday 4tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Jamie Saville 5tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 

Councillor Doug McKenzie, Sr. 6tfncouncillor@temagamifirstnation.ca 
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Family Well Being Program 

Summer Highlights 

Greetings from the Family Well Being Program! 

We've had a busy summer with the children and 

youth.  Some highlights from the children's programming: 

Art Camp, Water Camp, Child and Elder Picnic, Science 

Camp, and Canada's Wonderland Trip.  A lot of fun was 

had; thank you to everyone who came out and                                 

participated! 

The youth were involved in some workshops this summer 

with several different facilitators.  The Family Well Being 

Program also supported their trip to the 5K Foam 

Run.   The youth did a lot of their own fund-

raising for this trip!  The Family Well Being 

Worker also attended the staff canoe trip with 

the youth; this was a great opportunity to 

learn out on the land.  

Please check out the FHWC calendar for up-

coming events this month!   

Miigwetch, Casey Becker 

Family Well Being Worker 



 

 

 

Bii-Gi-We-Yan N’Daki-Menan (Coming Home to Our Land) Excursion  

July 31st – August 4th, 2017 

The Team Leads: 

 Wayne Potts – DPHC Health Services Manager  

 BiZhiw (Raymond Katt) – DPHC Community Health 

Representative  

 Robin Potts – N’Daki-Menan Stewardship                   

Program Coordinator 

 Duane Paul – Language Resources 

Temagami First Nation (TFN): 

 Chief & Council Support 

 TFN Management Support 

The excursion’s goals and objectives were accomplished 

as 16 of us have utilized N’Daki-Menan as a means to       

reacquaint our identity to where our Ancestors survived 

for thousands of years. In addition to being on the Land, 

we structured the activities that involved team work, 

problem solving, trust, and some fun experiential                      

methods of encouraging healthy risk taking.                              

Yes…Aahee, the venue of N’Daki-Menan does work as the 

pics show.. In respect to this experience I am certain more 

paths that lead to some Socio-Economic sustainable viable 

plans that will build on our responsibility as the true care 

takers of N’Daki-Menan…                                                                                   

 -Contributed by Bizhiw, Raymond Katt.                                                                             

Photos courtesy Bizhiw and Casey Becker.  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Introducing: Our New Teachers! 

LMLC News 
Kwe Kwe! It's hard to believe, but it's that time of the year again 

- the beginning of a new school year.  Welcome back!                             

And while parents aren't part of the teaching staff, you are just 

as important to your children's education as we are.  

All students living off the loop are welcome to stay at the school for the lunch hour.  Please provide a bagged 

lunch.   Unless you come in to heat up lunch for your child,  the microwave is off limits to students.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The Breakfast Program will resume on Monday September 11th.  Please encourage your child to have                   

breakfast here at the school.  Starts at 8:15am – ends at 8:40am.   

There is a PD Day this month, Wednesday, September 20th.  

We have just installed new flooring throughout the school and ALL children & community members are required 

to wear non-marking soles in the gym at all times.  If you feel your shoes do not have “non-marking” soles, 

please remove your shoes before entering the gym.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Reminder to Parents and Guardians:   Please do not drive through the school yard with vehicles or ATV’s during 

regular school hours, between 8:30 – 4:30.  

Megan Strong 

Hello Everyone!  

I’m the new grade 2/3/4 teacher. I am so excited to 

be here and I’m looking forward to a great year. A 

little bit about me, I’m from a small town called                    

Kinmount roughly 3.5 hours south. I’ve lived there my 

whole life. I went to University in Sudbury for four years, 

and then I spent a year in North Bay doing my                        

Education Degree. After Nipissing, I spent two years 

teaching in northern Saskatchewan.  Out there I               

rescued my dog, who you will often see me walking 

around, feel free to say hi to us on our walks! I enjoy 

spending time outside. I’m also a big sports fan and 

you often times find me on Saturday night watching 

Hockey Night in Canada. Again I am really excited to 

be here, and can’t wait to meet everyone and                    

explore this beautiful community.  

  Nicole de Jager 

Hello !    

My name is Ms. D ( Nicole de Jager ) and I’m the new 

grade 7 & 8 teacher.  I grew up in Southwestern Ontario 

but have been living in Fenelon Falls (near Lindsay) for 

the last 10 years.  This will be my seventh year teaching, 

and I have taught grades 2-8 in England, Pikangikum 

(Ontario) and in Oman (in the middle east).                                   

Before I became a teacher, I worked in business for 14 

years. I studied economic/business at Wilfrid Laurier and 

York University of Toronto.  I love birds, spicy foods,               

animals, knitting, travel, and learning!                                        

While I am passion-

ate about all areas 

of education, I have 

a specific interest in 

math.                                              

I am very excited to 

be at the Laura 

McKenzie Learning 

Centre in Temagami 

First Nation.   



  

 

TFN Sagaswe’idiwin Update 

The TFN Sagaswe’idiwin/Language Commission worked 

this summer to hold a couple Anishnaabemowin 

events.  Our goal in the community is always to                     

promote and encourage the use of the language.   

We were able to accomplish this with our participation 

at the Pow Wow.  During this event each language 

commissioner was introduced and shared some words 

in the language about their interest in the language.  

Later, following the feast, the Commission held an          

activity that involved using the language to introduce 

ourselves, and play a Bingo game using numbers in            

Anishnaabemowin.   

Later in August we held an Anishnaabemowin Week-

end Session on the 19th and 20th.   The event was 

open to everyone.  We invited several local dialect 

speakers to share language.  Lillian Birtch, Duane Paul 

and Sylvia Restoule were able to join us to share                  

language.   

 

On the Saturday we partnered with the Canoe 

Launch.  We sat as a whole group and shared 

words, actions and knowledge about canoes and 

words related to canoeing.  This was well received 

and an interesting part of the day.  Following this 

we headed down to the Elder’s Building and shared 

some more language.  We had a delicious BBQ                 

followed by games and Bingo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started our second day at 11 am.  We discussed 

Days of the Week, shared a Thanksgiving prayer,        

Anishnaabe names, Lake names, and a prayer                 

before a meal. We enjoyed a delicious catered 

lunch by Nathan and Jen, and this was followed by 

a discussion about future goals for the TFN                   

Sagaswe’idiwin to work on in the future.  Overall it 

was a valuable Anishnaabemowin weekend.   

                                                           Patsy Turner 



 

 

  

TFN Sagaswe’idiwin               

Update, continued 

We were all deeply saddened to learn of June 

MacInnis’s passing.                                                               

Not only was June a dear friend, but she was 

also a speaker. June was always very                               

encouraging and enthusiastic about our efforts 

to revitalize the language. We will miss her and 

we send our condolences to her family.  

In honour of June and all our departed relatives, 

we are more determined than ever to do our 

best to keep our language alive. We encourage 

everyone to take part in making this happen.  

A word a day, a phrase a week. The key is to just 

speak. We can do this. And, it’s fun! 

Jiimaan – canoe/boat 

Obwii – paddle  obwiike – paddle making 

Niminwendaanmak kozhooweyaan.                                        

I like paddling. 

Nigii-babomb-koozhoowe.  I paddled around. 

Niwii-bombkoozhoowe.  I want to paddle. 

Ni-booze nijiimaankaan. I am getting into my 

canoe. 

Kiibooze jiimaankaan.  He/she is getting into a 

boat. 

Henry gibaa ojiimaankaan.  Henry is getting 

out of a boat. 

Gii gibaa ojiimaankaan.  He/she is getting 

out of a boat. 

Aazhigan – dock 

Aatoone – he/she builds a canoe 

Odaake – he/she steers 

Waaginaa (g) – rib (ribs) of a canoe 

Pigwii – pitch/gum 

Wiigwaasi jiimaan  or  wigwaasaatig jiimaan

– birch bark canoe 

Wadap – root  

Jiimaan Kidwinan  —

Canoe Words 

June Friday (MacInnis)  Odaake. 

Niminwendaanmak 

kozhooweyaan!                                         



 



 

Contributed by Liz Potts at the                         

TFN Housing Department.  



 





 



 

 

Random News, Accomplishments, and Good Stuff                        

from the Community 

             Natasha Mathias                                               
Has generously shared her beautiful photographs with 

us lucky Blast readers several times over the years.   

Now, she’s putting out a 2018 calendar of her most 

stunning images. To purchase a copy, find her on                

facebook.   

Only $25! 

Former students got a chance to catch up with their former teacher during Camp Wabun’s ‘Paddle In”                 

ceremony at the end of the season in August. Wabun director Jason Lewis, at back, enjoys the moment with, 

from left, Tammy Cole, Robin Potts, retired LMLC teacher Linda (Major) Reid, Rachel Potts, Melissa Wolfe, 

and Roxane Potts. Nice! 



  

What began as a routine audition turned into reunion of sorts when Marie Morrison, right, tried out 

for Red Sky Performance’s new production, Miigis. She got the part.  

Neither she nor Red Sky founder Sandra Laronde, left, had met before, or knew that each was a                 

member of Temagami First Nation!  

So, of course, when they figured it, pretty great, right? Amazing. Marie says she is“… excited and grateful to             

be able to help represent this company ...too awesome!” 

What fabulous Teme Augama Anishnabe 

Kwewuk, creating art together in the city!                     

How  much do we love this? 

Miigis explores the catalysts, trade routes 

and stories of a journey from the Atlantic 

Coast to the Great Lakes, and the seven 

prophecies marked by miigis. Miigis 

premieres on September 15th in               

Toronto at a special free admission event.                                                                          

If you are lucky enough to be in the area 

that day, you can check it out! 

http://

www.redskyperformance.com/

index.php/miigis/ 
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         Cooper Charyna 

Was selected to be a member of the Owen 

Sound Novice Northstar Box Lacrosse team for 

the 2017 season.                                                                  

The season ends with the Provincial Champion-

ships ( known as the Lacrosse Festival) held an-

nually in Whitby.  The Lacrosse Festival is a ten 

day event.  522 teams representing over 10,000 

athletes, featuring competition for 44 provincial 

and national lacrosse championships for 6-21 

year olds. 

Cooper's team went undefeated in their tourna-

ment play and earned Gold in the Novice C divi-

sion.   The novice division is comprised of 96 

teams ranked into 6 pools from A to F.   

The 2017 season was Cooper's second year of 

playing rep box lacrosse.  He has quickly caught 

onto the game and was a strong team contribu-

tor at the provincials.  Although he is the young-

est member of the team of 17 players, he was in 

the top five for goals scored. 

Cooper acknowledges the ongoing support he 

receives from Temagami First Nation, his                  

Grandparents George and Linda Mathias and his 

family.  He is a proud of his heritage and                          

represents Temagami First Nation with honour 

and dignity. 

Wow!!! Way to go, Coops! Represent! 

Cooper is at 2nd to the right in the back row of 

players in the group photo, left. 

Above, shot taken just as the team won gold! 



 

 

NNADAP Worker Paula Potts invites community members to attend this conference.                                                                         

There are 5 spots available; please RSVP to Paula by Thursday, September 14th. Travel, meals, accommoda-

tion, and registration fee will be covered by the FASD program.  Attendance will be taken. Monday, October 16 

and Friday, October 20, 2017 are the travel dates.  nnadap@temagamifirstnation.ca / 705-237-8900 
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  September  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  

2 
  

          

3 
  

4 

 Labour Day–                

Holiday 

5 

 TFN 2nd and  

Final Vote,  

RHTAC  

LMLC Gym               

4-7 pm 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
  

12 
  

Elder’s Lunch 

and Bingo 

 

 

TFN Regular 

Council                  

Meeting 

7pm L&R 

13 
  

14 
  

15 

 TAA Council 

Meeting 

5pm-7pm 

 

Joint Council 

Meeting,  

7pm 

 

L&R Meeting 

Room 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

BIEA Meeting 

6-9 pm 

LMLC 

19 
  

20 

LMLC                     

PD DAY 

Community 
Info Session & 

Dinner–                    
Recycling 

LMLC 5pm 

21 
  

22 
  

 

23 
  

24 

 Massage Therapy 

DPHC 

(Book ahead!) 

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 

 Gezhtoojig 

Outreach 

9:30 am L&R 

29 
  

30 
  

Dog Clinic 

10:30am-Noon 

Sonny Moore 
Building 




