
 

B.I. BLAST 
Waabiigoonii Giizis – Flower Moon 

May 2016 

Goodbye to old friends… Bear Island Rec Centre above, Band Office below, are coming down… the 

new multipurpose building will use some of the timbers in tribute to the history of these buildings.  



 

     Kwe Kwe! 
The Lake breakup is upon us. As the Blast goes to publishing, the ice out there is almost like 

porridge. The birds and the geese are on their way back. Won’t be long until everything starts 

to green up. Yahoo! 
 

This month there is an MRP consultation 

and Land Code consultation. The Land 

Code consultation in North Bay last 

month was very successful– let’s keep it 

up! 

 

A very exciting announcement is on the 

very last page of this issue–                           

Camp Bursaries are available so our kids 

can go to camp on beautiful Lake               

Temagami. Get your application in asap!  

 

The LMLC “Spring Fling” fundraiser is on Friday, May 27th. See ya there! 

 

Check out the FHWC calendar and the community calendar in the back pages for more lots 

good stuff happening.   

Save the Date: Saturday July 9, Sunday July 10–  
TFN POW WOW!  

At the Ball Field, Grand Entry 11:30am.  

Looks like we’re not the only ones looking 
forward to the lake ice melting.  

Have you moved? Do you have a new phone number or email address?  
 

Please keep in touch with your Nation and advise of any changes. 
You can call toll-free at 1-888-737-9884, or 705-237-8943                                                                 

or communication@temagamifirstnation.ca 
Or “snail mail”:   

Temagami First Nation, General Delivery, Bear Island, Lake Temagami ON P0H 1C0 
Or even send a private message through facebook to Temagami First Nation.  

 
You can also send your contributions to the Blast the same way.   

The BI Blast belongs to the  people, and your voice is needed!  
All we ask is, “Be Nice, Keep Your Stick on the Ice”! 
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More coolness:  

Congratulations to  Robin Potts for                

securing $75 grand in funding from the             

Trillium Foundation for the Stewardship          

Program! Running since 2013, the program has 

gotten TFN TAA youth out on the land. They 

clean up areas that recreational users have 

left garbage on, travel by canoe on ancient 

water and portage routes, visit sacred and 

historic sites, sharpen their bush skills, and 

receive knowledge from Elders. Who knows 

what will develop in the future from this  

program? A Ndakimenan Wilderness School, 

run by the people? Exciting thought.      
Article courtesy of the Temiskaming Speaker.  

Isn’t this cool? You can see this and more photos of the current state of the ice on                 

Ottertooth:   http://www.ottertooth.com/Temagami/Seasons/Spring/breakup-2016-04.htm 
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In Loving Memory of Donald Brian Mathias 

Passed away peacefully in his home on April 17, 

2016, in his 66th year, after a long and valiant 

battle with cancer.  

 

Beloved husband of Audrey (nee Cliche) for 45 

years. Loving Father of Christopher, Daniel,                

David, and Amanda (Ian Mizzi).  

Devoted grandfather of Malia and Zaidyn.   

Dedicated Uncle to Wendy.                        

He will also be greatly missed by all of the Cliche 

Family, the Mathias Family and many dear 

friends. 

 

He is predeceased by his cherished Grandmother 

(Madeline Katt Theriault), Mother (Dorothy) & 

Sister (Gloria).  

 

Don truly adored the outdoors in every  season.                    

He enjoyed his time spent at his cottage, outdoor                  

activities and fishing. Most of all, he enjoyed 

spending time with his family and his friends. 

 

Don spent his days outside in his 30 year career 

with Canada Post, followed by a decade of                           

retirement on Lake Temagami. 

 

The family received visitors at the McGuinty                   

Funeral Home in North Bay on Thursday April 

21st at 11:00, followed by a  service at 1:00.  

 

Donations to the Canadian Cancer Society would 

be appreciated by the family. Online donations 

can be made at www.mcguintyfuneralhome.com 
 

http://www.mcguintyfuneralhome.com/listings 

http://www.mcguintyfuneralhome.com
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In Loving Memory of Leatrice Mongrain 
 

Passed away April 18, 2016 at the age of  

93.A Funeral Mass was held for Leatrice 

Mongrain on Saturday, April 30 at Our 

Lady of  the Lake Church in Kipawa. 

She is survived by her children:                  

Wayne Robinson (Rita McIsaac),                   

Joy Ann   Robinson (late Luray Staff), 

Darwin Robinson, Howard Mongrain 

(Barb Stewart), Celeste Mongrain,             

Dixie Belle Mongrain (Carl Mongrain 

Jr.) and Annette Mongrain;                               

her grandchildren: Angie, Derek, Jen-

nifer, Randy, Michelle and Danny and 

her 17 great-grandchildren.                              

She left to join her spouse Howard L. 

Mongrain, her   daughter Irene                     

Robinson (Louis Watelle) and her                   

granddaughter Lisa.   

 

Leatrice was the grand-daughter of                   

Juliette (Wabimakwa– White Bear)              

Robinson. She lived in Kipawa where she 

raised her family, but maintained close 

ties with her friends and family in the 

Teme Augama Anishnabai.                                 

Today, her Grandson Dan Mongrain lives 

on Bear Island with his wife Lynn and 3 

of  Leatrice’s great grand children. 

 

Leatrice’s daughter Celeste Mongrain has 

taken membership with TFN along with 

her daughter Michelle. Celeste remembers 

her Grandmother Leatrice as always            

gentle and kind, and always praying for 

the good of  someone or something.  

 

Condolences may be given at  
http://www.maisonrobertetfils.com/index.php?

otion=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=756&Ite

mid=52 
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Date:  April 18th, 2016 

To:  Temagami First Nation Elders 

From:   Elizabeth Potts, Temagami First Nation Housing Coordinator 

RE:  Temagami First Nation Elders Complex Application Update 

 

 

It has come to my attention that those who have an interest in applying for an apartment, 
when the Elders Complex is completed, have been under a misunderstanding that there 
is a list of potential residents in the works.  
Please be advised that I have had several members send me their names.                                                                                                     
I took those names for my information, only.  
 
There is no list of applicants.  
 
At this time the First Nation has yet to begin construction of the 10 (ten) 2 (two) bed-
room units. Construction is planned to begin, this spring, 2016. Construction is set at                    
16 -18 months from start to finish. During this time, the First Nation will be developing a 
Prioritization of Housing Applications, meaning that in order to eligible for an apartment 
applicants will be interviewed to determine if one is eligible.  
 
Several areas which the First Nation will have questions in are: Living Conditions – what 
the conditions you now live in, housing conditions, references, payment history,                        
affordability, just to name a few.  
 
The Temagami First Nation will be contacting members when it’s time to begin the                   
Prioritization of Housing  Applications. This process will begin at least six (6) months be-
fore the complex is ready for residency. Please be advised that an Elder is 50+.  
 
I hope this clarifies for members the process in which tenants will be selected.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at the above number or email:                                                                              
elizabeth.potts@temagamifirstnation.ca.  
Miigwetch.  

 

mailto:elizabeth.potts@temagamifirstnation.ca


  

 

A Message from Marie Paul,  
Emergency First Response Co-ordinator 

 
 
Sometime during the first week of April, a person or persons entered the Bear Island Ambulance 
Building and removed a Rubbermaid bin full of EFR medical supplies. 
 
These supplies are an essential part of the service provided to ensure the well-being of everyone in 
our community. This illegal action hurts everyone.  
 
 
Thank you 
Marie Paul 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have a medical emergency on Bear Island, please call: 
 

705-569-3434  
 

Please make sure you know your lot number! 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

North Bay Land Code Consultation,  
April 25, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Mary Laronde 



 

 



 

 

Lands & Resources Department 

Aboriginal Community Energy Plan (ACEP) 

 

In response to concerns expressed within the community, the Lands and Resources                               

Department submitted a proposal to the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) under 

the Aboriginal Community Energy Plan funding stream to prepare a Community Energy Plan. 

The end goal of the Community Energy Plan is to find ways that will reduce energy                             

consumption/cost on Bear Island, present alternative energy options, as well as create an                

implementation plan.  Our community Energy Plan needs to be supported; it will only be as 

good as the information behind it, so let us work together and strive towards finding a real                   

solution that will help us overcome the rise in energy prices.  Up to this point the energy costs 

for all band buildings have been tallied for use in the plan, and about 34 residential homes 

(survey results).  In the coming months, we need Bear Island residents to work with Courtney 

Saville as she will be out in the community looking to have more surveys completed.                            

The results of the residential home surveys will provide us with an excellent baseline of                     

information that will allow the Lands office to complete our Community Energy Plan and                       

develop an action plan for the future. Thank you to all residents of Bear Island who participated 

in the ACEP survey up to this point, your help has been instrumental.  The winners of the draw 

were Joy Cooper, and Virginia McKenzie – they each won a $50 gift card. 

 
If you have any questions, please call the Lands & Resources Dept.  705-237-8600  

 



 

 

FORESTRY INFORMATION SESSION 

 

The Lands and Resources Department 

Will be hosting an information session on 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2016 

6:00 - 9:00pm 

 

Location: Lands & Resources Office 

Refreshments & Desserts will be served 

 

 

There will be representatives from the: 

Temagami Management Unit 
Nipissing Management Unit 

Timiskaming Management Unit 
Sudbury Management Unit 

 

With information on their Annual Work Schedules. 

8:00 Robin Koistinen will also give an update  

on TFN Forestry Initiatives 

 
Hope to see everyone out! 

Contact: Robin Koistinen – 705-237-8600 

 



 

On April 26th, Lands and Resources Staff and 3 TFN Councillors attended a talk put on by 

Marvyn Morrison at the Temagami Legion. The speaker was Maude Barlow of      

Council of Canadians, on the topic of the Energy East Pipeline.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Marvyn Morrison, Councillor Jamie Saville, Maude Barlow, Councillor Jesse Paul, Lands and Resources 

Manager Robin Koistinen, Councillor Marty Pridham, Lands and Resources staff member James Szykoluk.  

Marvyn states: “We have all had a chance to hear TransCanada Pipeline's presentation on the proposed 

Energy East pipeline conversion. The proponent is always confident they can manage and control the risk 

associated with their project. 

Not everyone agrees with the proponent. 

We had an opportunity to hear and discuss a very different assessment of the Energy East Pipeline.” 

You can learn more about the Council of Canadian’s assessment here: 

http://canadians.org/sites/default/files/publications/nbay-oil-meets-water-0416.pdf 
 

There is an excerpt from that document on the following page.  
 

Lands and Resources is still in the process of being consulted by the crown on this                      
project. Temagami First Nation has not taken any position and has NOT given consent.   
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Random News, Accomplishments, and other Good 
Stuff from the Community 

Temagami Home-girl and TAA citizen Jenna Sanderson isn’t just a pretty 

face. Here she is with her team, the Koch Midget Girls, who won the 20th annual 
Snowflake Challenge tournament in Sudbury last month. Jenna is also on her 
school hockey team, volleyball team, and basketball team. She also does high 
jump, soccer, and badminton. She is in grade 12 and is an excellent student. Yowzers!                                                

Je
nn
a 

Dad Rob 

 

 
Sandra Laronde 
has another illustrious gig 
to add to her amazing               
résumé: Curator of a                
Toronto Symphony                  
Orchestra show for                      
Canada’s 150th birthday                     
celebrations. We mere 
mortals can only marvel.  



 

 

There was a good 
crowd at the                   

Family Hike on 

Saturday April 24th.                
 
Everyone went up to 
the old fire tower site 
on Bear Island to               
enjoy the view and get 
some exercise.               
Afterward, DPHC             
hosted a tasty lunch. 
 
Miigwetch to                           
organizer                        

Sherwood 
Becker                    
and to  DPHC! 

Photo, top left, Jamie Friday; 3 photos on right, Vanessa Turner. 



 

 

Random News, Accomplishments, and other                                 
Good Stuff from the Community, Continued 

On April 21- 24, 2016, Haylie Paul competed at the                           

View Dance Challenge in Hamilton ON.  
She came in second place for her acrobatic solo (“Outside”) in her               
division and also was awarded second place for overall highs score in 
her division. She also won first place for her acrobatic trio                   
(“Pink Panther”) and first place in all of her large group routines and 
several special awards.  
 
On May 12-15,2016, Haylie will be competing at the Shine Dance                   
Competition in London ON, and from May 26-29, 2016 she will be  
competing in Collingwood ON at the Kick it Up Dance Competition. 
  
Haylie’s family wishes to thank the Temagami First Nation community 
for your continued support, assisting Haylie to live her dream.  

                                                                                                                               

There will be a Fundraising Pancake Breakfast and Performance 
by  Haylie at the Elder’s Building on Bear Island on  
Sunday, May 22. Pancakes will be on between 9am and 11am,                                    
and Haylie will perform at 11:30 am.  See ya there!!!! 



 

 

Shaiyena Cote has had another great season as 

a hockey player, captain, coach, and referee. Mom Abby 
Cote has written a great article about all of Shaiyena’s   
activities. You can read the full article here: 
 

http://www.temagamifirstnation.ca/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=57&Itemid=29 

 
(Non-computer users can request a copy by calling                       
705-237-8943/ 1-888-737-9884, ask for Daisy.) 
 
Here are some of the highlights of Shaiyena’s story: 
 
Shaiyena made Captain of the Sudbury Lady Wolves                 
Intermediate ‘A’ team and started the season playing 
league hockey for the first time with three of her former 
Moose Cree (Moose Factory) First Nation Little NHL                  
teammates. These three, along with Shaiyena and a fourth 
girl, made up the five original players with the                             
Moose Factory Scrappers who went to the Little NHL ‘A’ 
Division Championship game eight years in a row, winning 
it six times in four different divisions. 

Shaiyena had a very successful season: 
She led in points with 54, 30 goals and 24 assists and earned a provincial 
bronze medal.  
She also captained her high school girls’ hockey team and led them to finish 
as finalists at NOSSA (Northern Ontario Secondary School Athletics).  
Shaiyena is the only youth and possibly the only person in Canada who is 
actively playing elite level hockey but who is also a Hockey Canada/National 
Coaching Certification Program (NCCP) Certified Development Level 1                 
Intermediate hockey coach, Hockey Canada Certified Level 3 Official 
(Referee) and a Hockey Canada Certified Level 3 Trainer. She also coaches a 
Pee Wee Team.  

Captain Cote! 
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Such a cutie.  
 

Sloan Schiavo, Rebel MacInnis’s 12 year old son, had a great hockey year. He played for 

the North Bay Trappers Big Brothers and Sisters Major Pee Wee Rep team.  The trophy is for a win by the 
team in a tournament in Astorville last November. Sloan won “Most Valuable Player” in that tournament, and 
received the medal for “most Sportsmanlike” for his year overall. Awesome! 

Chi Miigwetch and Respect to all               

Hockey Moms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And just Moms, for everything they do. 



 

Hockey must be in the blood of the MacInnis family. Below, Shawna MacInnis’ 8 year old 

son  Eli Polson also has bragging rights! The tournament he’s holding the trophy for in the photo 

on the left took place at Amos, Quebec, in April. It’s the "Tournoi De Hockey Mineur De Pikogan", a                      
Native tournament that is held every year. He played for Rapid Lake Lil' Eagles in the Novice category.               
Eli plays regularly with the Bergeron Electronic Novice A team of Notre Dame Du Nord in Quebec; that’s 
the team the trophy and medal below are for. Eli was also the forward winger for LNHL Champions 
Whitefish River First Nation Warriors – Novice A Category B, in March. Way to go, Eli! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annnnd…. Eli also got his first partridge  
     On April 26th! 

 

Ode to Hockey Moms…. 
It’s so dark, but here we go,                                                  

To the arena, through the snow 
GPS is our new best friend 

“The arena must be around the bend!” 
Hard cold benches under our rear 

“Do they have the heat turned on here?” 
Arena coffee tastes so fine,                                                               

can you believe it’s only $1.99? 
The moms all talk and the thought they are sharing: 

“Phew, this bag sure needs some airing!” 
We all know the patience that it takes, when a                       

hockey mom exclaims,                                                                                
“What do you mean, you forgot your skates?” 

The game is intense, the moms all cheer,                               
“Skate faster honey, kick it in gear!” 

Win or lose, it’s all for fun 
We hug and kiss and say proudly, 

“Well done!” 

Happy Mother’s Day, Sunday May 8. 



 

  

LMLC Anishnaabemowin Update  
with Patsy Turner 

This month the students have been practising some 
Ziigwaan (Spring) and Earth Day (Akii Giizhigad)            
related vocabulary.   
 
The Jk – Gr. 1 class made Akii Giizhigad placemats.  
The Gr. 2-4 students made posters recognizing 
Shkakamik Kwe or Akii Kwe (Mother Earth).                       
They had to include pictures and drawings of things 
people do for Akii Giizhigad.  The Gr. 5 – 8 students 
made Akii Giizhigad People Bingo cards, they then 
had to go around the community to ask people what 
sort of things they do for Earth Day.                                      
Keitay won 1 and 2 lines - $1 and $2, Tristan won 3 
lines and 4 corners - $3 and $4, Madison and Peyden 
won a full card - $5.   

 

On Akii Giizhigad, I held a Litterless Lunch.                                  
Students were invited to stay if they were able to 
pack a lunch with no garbage.  There was a small 
turn out and some great lunch ideas to reduce                  
garbage.  After lunch we went into the school yard 
and picked up some garbage.     
 
 The students have been learning a new drum 
song this month as well.  We’ve been practicing 
Nangoos Nangoos (Twinkle Twinkle).                                  
The older class and I have been going to the              
Daycare for the past few Fridays singing and 
drumming our Anishnaabemowin songs with 
them.   
 

Another activity that the students 
have been  practicing this month is 
using the internet site “Quizlet” to 
learn their words.  I make an activity 
using the month’s words and they 
sign in and practice saying the words 
and playing games with the words. 
 
We have finalized our date for our 
school pow wow.   
 

Our mini pow wow will be held  
June 9th at 1 – 3pm,                               

at the school.   
 
The students have been in the                           
community offering Jamie and Roger 
tobacco to help us with                          
drumming for the pow wow.   
 
They accepted and said they would 
help us with the pow wow.  We will 
share more details as the date comes 
closer. 
 

Gwaabmin Miinawatch. 
 
 

Akii Giizhigad Litterless Lunch 

Offering Tobacco– Semaa 



  

The staff at the LMLC will be hosting an open discussion on Current Education issues.   
We are inviting the Council, BIEA and interested parents.   
We felt the time was ripe for a broad discussion and a sharing 
of ideas.  With the recent declarations of the Liberal  
government and the recent recommendations of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, we understand that there are 
several of us learning and hearing different information.   
It would be beneficial to our future path for education if all 
stakeholders came together and shared what we are all  
learning.  This then will likely set us on a more informed and 
unified path when decisions regarding education have to be 
made. 
We have planned this discussion to take place on                                  
Friday, May 20th at 9:am – 2pm, at the school.   
The school will be providing lunch.   
Once the agenda is finalized we will post it. 
We hope that you will make a point of joining us and sharing 
your ideas. 
Miigwetch,  
Patsy Turner 

Notice from BIEA: A Discussion about  Education 
  

A Message from Denise Lafontaine  - Pikangikum Fire Fundraiser Update 
Dear Community Members, 
 
After speaking with Kurt MacRae, the principal from 

Eenchokay Birchstick School in Pikangikum, I was 

humbled by the strength with which he spoke.                      

He shared that although the community was                

continuing to grieve over their loss, they were also 

demonstrating togetherness and healing.   

When I expressed that we had raised $ 102.00 to 

help the families, he was so appreciative.   

He expressed that they had received a lot of support 

from many areas.  He asked if there was any way 

that we could get something memorable for their 

new school that is opening in September.  

I suggested a wall hanging with buttons sewn on by 

community members. We would call it a “Blanket of 

Hope” from Temagami First Nation Community.   

The symbol of the buttons demonstrates that we are 

all connected.   He loved the idea.  

 have already purchased a beautiful quilt.  Students 

and staff from LMLC will be sewing their buttons on 

the blanket over the next couple of weeks.   

 
If you would like to sew a button on the Blanket of 
Hope, please see me at the school and I will provide 
you with what you need.   
 
Thank you to all who purchased a 50/50 ticket.                    

Congratulations to the winner, Jessica Mattias. 

 

Denise Lafontaine 

denise.lafontaine@temagamifirstnation.ca 

705-237-8982 
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LMLC Presents… Friday, May 27, 2016 



 

 

 



 

 

1.  Nay-wudge-ah-gootch gee-nah-wud-ah-day  o'dah-baun-ish. 

a)  We had trouble putting out the fire. 

b)  Suddenly the car started rolling down the  hill. 

c)  Suddenly the old car caught (on) fire. 

d)  A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. 

 

 

2.  Pun-ah-gootch wus-ah-nah-go n'gee wah- buh-maun. 

a)  I haven't seen him/her since the day before yesterday.  

b)  I wasn't born yesterday or the day before. 

c)  I can't believe tomorrow is already Monday.  

d)  It hasn't been that long since I last saw you 

 

 

3.  Ah-zhah-schwah w'zeek-say see-sah-bak-wud-ah-boo. 

a)  The maple syrup is now running (dripping). 

b)  The ice has now started to melt. 

c)  The maple sap has now stopped running. 

d)  It is almost time to collect the sap. 

 

 

4. Mee-sah ah-kid-do-wauch n'dik-id. 

a)  Watch what you say I said. 

b)  Don't say that you didn't say that. 

c)  Don't believe everything you hear. 

d)  That's what they are saying I said. 

 

 

5.  Tah-jah nooch-ah-gooch ay-kid-do-wuk g'bay-ee. 

a)  The weather is much worse than it used to be. 

b)  They are always saying some very strange things. 

c)  There are many strange things happening. 

d)  They always make sure their work is done. 

 
 

Anishnawbek Words and Expressions We Seldom if Ever 
Hear Anymore -with Duane Paul  

Answers:   (No peeking!)  1. b)  2. a)  3. c)  4. d)  5. b) 



 

This Page and the Following Page Contributed by Annette Paul,                                         
Native Drug and Alcohol Program Worker, FHWC. 
annette.paul@temagamifirstnation.ca 

(705) 237-8900 
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Contributed by Donna Mattias,  
DPHC Health Worker.  



 

Are You Looking for Work in Ndakimenan this Summer? 
 

Northwaters Camp and Camp Wanapitei , both on Lake Temagami,                
have employment openings for people of any working age.  

 
Youth ages 15 to 24 are invited to apply for the Aboriginal Youth Work                 

Exchange Program at Finlayson Park.  
 

You can find links to these and other jobs on the TFN website under the 
Employment tab.  

 
http://www.temagamifirstnation.ca/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=18 
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  May  2016   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

  

2 

  

3 

 

Regular               

Council               

Meeting 

7pm  

4 

Monthly Awards

– LMLC  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

 

Community  

Clean Up   

1-3 pm 

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

17 

Regular Council 

Meeting 

7pm  

(TENTATIVE)  

18 

 

 

19 

  

20 

 LMLC PD DAY 

 

Education  

Discussion 

9 am—2 pm 

LMLC 

21 

  

22 
Fundraiser for 

Haylie Paul 

Pancake 

Breakfast  & 

Dance Perfor-

mance 9am-

12pm Elder’s 
  

23 

 Happy  
Holiday  
Monday! 

24 

  

Matrimonial Real 

Property Info 

Session 

LMLC Gym 

7-9pm 
 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

 Spring Fling 
Sale 

LMLC 

28 

  

29 

  

30 

  

31  

Tenders Deadline– 

Multipurpose  

Building, Elders’ 

Complex 

 

Lands and                     

Resources Info 

Session 

6-9pm,                             

L&R  Building  
 

 

 

Notes: 

For the FHWC programming schedule, please see the 

preceding page.  

 

Regular Council Meetings are TENTATIVELY                   

Scheduled for May 17 and May 31 

 

TDSS Pow Wow Friday, June 3 

 
 



 


