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Kwe Kwe! Welcome 2015. 

The community was hit hard just before Christmas with 

the news that we had lost Mary Katt. In the December issue we 

wished her happy 80th birthday. Then on the 22nd, she began her journey to the spirit 

world. It‘s comforting to know that Gwen and Gibby were with her at herhome when she 

passed… and Gib let her know that the family would take care of each other. The Blast sa-

lutes Mary and recognizes her huge influence on the community, with her dedication to 

teaching the language and caring for the young people. She was an environmentalist, and 

had a connection to the land that few alive now have  experienced. The Blast‘s favourite 

quote from Mary: 

―I could paddle since I could hold a paddle!‖   

Sincere condolences to Mary‘s many friends and family. Her obituary is on the back page.  

  December 29th  was the day the Lake froze for this winter.                                                       

Miigwetch to Desi Senf for this beautiful photo  she took a few days before.  



 

 

Little Mary… 

Photo at left:  At Camp Wanapitei, 

where she worked; above, Little 

Mary, big trout!; below, 8 years 

old at Mowat Landing, where she 

lived for the first years before 

moving to Diamond Lake; below 

left, age 15, probably at Camp 

Wanapitei. Miigwetch to Mae for 

sharing the great pics. 



 

 

Random News and Good Stuff 

Welcome Home to BI to Jamie Friday,                                  

Brianna, and Adonis! 

Carrie Landriault held a Christmas Craft Night. Attendance was high and everyone had a great time.  

The Blast loved the artwork Kaiya 

made for the December cover. But 

she’s in grade 6, not grade 5!            

Sorry, Kaiya! The Blast’s booboo. 



 

 

Random News and Good Stuff 

In December, 2nd Chief Joe 

represented TFN at the AFN 

election. Here he is with newly 

elected Chief Perry Bellgarde. 

Joe says, “Should have worn my 

ribbon shirt!” 

 

LMLC is continuing with monthly 

awards for virtue and positivity.  

Below are some of the winners 

from Mrs. B’s class.      

 

The students were also busy 

building models of castles. They 

were all beautifully made.                      

At lower right is Tristan’s.              

Great work, Tristan!  



 



  

Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday January 13, Tuesday January 27 

7pm-9pm  Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributed with Love from Cindy Hare… a great thought for the new year.  



 

 

Elder’s Christmas Turkey Bingo 

The Elder’s Monthly Meetings happen on the 3rd Friday of every month.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder’s Poker Night  

Friday, Ja
nuary 16th, 7:30pm 

$25 entry 

See Ya There! 



 

 

The Doreen Potts Health Centre is proud to announce the opening of the                                    

Bear Island Food Bank. 

Please contact Chris Landriault at the clinic for all enquires. 

Donations appreciated at anytime  

Doreen Potts Health Centre 705-237-8900 

Emergency Only 705-237-8848                                                                                    

BEAR ISLAND 



  

Hi All, Happy 2015. 

 

I am setting up a Job Bank for TFN members. 

 

I will be working closely with Gezhtoojig in 2015 to provide funding and training                               
opportunities for all community members. 

Gezhtoojig is also offering educational upgrades that are available on line. 

 

Please contact me if you are looking for local 
work ,training or any advice regarding                   
job searches and resume writing. 

 

There are also many other sources of                  
funding  available to TFN members to                  
establish a business . 

Please contact me for assistance. 

 

Thanks, Kim Cowan 

TFN Economic Development Officer 

ecdev@temagamifirstnation.ca  

705-237-8943  / 1-888-737-9884 

A Message from Kim Cowan,                                        

your Economic Development Officer... 



 



 

FYI… did you know that Fire 1 is owned and operated by TFN member Lori Ann e Stanger 

and her partner? Also, Fire 1 is offering a lower price of $835 + HST for the full SP100 course if 

you pay in full by email or Interac by January 31st.  Contact Lori Anne through the website above. 

The Blast looks forward to hearing more from Lori Anne in the future . 



 

The Good Governance Initiative project is undertaking research and consultation with the community to 

make recommendations for Temagami First Nation Good Governance Policy.  The project's duration is from 

November 2014 to March 31, 2015.  The goal is to develop a five-year roadmap that can assist the in                  

planning and prioritization of governance capacity-building projects that are community focused. 

The research and consultation are guided by the following tool kits: 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC)                                                            

Governance Capacity Planning Tool 2011 

United Chiefs & Councils of Manitoulin Governance Tool Template 

There are 10 core functions of government that are being researched.                                                                        

The 10 core functions are:   

Leadership,  

Membership  

Planning & Risk Management  

Community Involvement  

Law-Making  

Financial Management  

Human Resource Management  

Information and Information Technology  

External Relations  

Basic Administration.   

The functions encompass activities that are preformed by community leadership and community                              

administrators. 

The tool kits follow similar steps that are applied to the 10 core functions of government.                                   

AANDC Governance Capacity Planning Tool is composed of 6 major sections:  

Preparation 

Inventory of Existing Policies & Tools  

Needs Identification 

Prioritization  

Development Plan 

Reporting. 

Temagami First Nation Good Governance Initiative 

-by Evan O’Leary, TFN Member and O’Leary Consulting Staff 



 

Community Consultation 

Ensuring the project is community focused is important, and accommodating for member                              

participation helps complete that goal.  The project is currently focused on getting input and                         

involvement from community members.  Surveys, focus groups, community events, and                            

Elders’ meetings are currently planned to engage the community. 

A blog has been created for the project and will be utilized to provide updates, engage the                          

community, and to post surveys.  The blog's address is http://tfngovernance.blogspot.ca/  .      

There is currently a post on the blog that has the prospective questions of the community survey and               

options to anonymously share your approval or disapproval of the questions.   

An online survey is scheduled to be released shortly and will be available on the blog.  

The date will be announced soon. If you are not a computer user and would like to read the blog and 

do the survey,  please contact me by phone and I will accommodate you.  

We're committed to reaching out to the community members.                                                                          

On January 23rd and 24th, the consultants will be on Bear Island to meet with people.                                                                                   

All information collected from the surveys and focus groups will be anonymous.   

We'll continue to keep the community updated on project 

developments through the blog and the BI Blast. 

Please contact me to schedule interviews for focus groups 

or to coordinate survey participation.                                              
Alternatively, you can contact TFN administration and              

they will forward your messages to me.  

Contact Information 

Evan O'Leary 

eoconsulting@outlook.com 

http://tfngovernance.blogspot.ca/ 

(613) 204-3196 

 

 

 

Temagami First Nation Good Governance Initiative 

-Continued 

TFN Administration 

tfn@temagamifirstnation.ca 

(705) 237-8943 OR                                

1- (888) 737-9884 
Evan 

http://tfngovernance.blogspot.ca/
mailto:eoconsulting@outlook.com
http://tfngovernance.blogspot.ca/
mailto:tfn@temagamifirstnation.ca


 

 

 

 

TFN Enrichment Funds Working Committee has been work-
ing on amendments to the Enrichment Funds. The amend-
ed policies have been ratified at a duly convened TFN Band 
Council meeting, December 2, 2014. All amended policies 
can be found on the www.temagamifirstnation.ca web 
page.  

 

 

ELDERS & DISABLED HOME REPAIRS POLICY 

Ten allocations are provided yearly in the amount of $3500 
each.  This program is available for band members who are 
50 years and older and /or disabled and own their own 
home. Members whose household income is below 
$40,000 are eligible to reapply every 5 years. 

 

ARTS & CULTURE POLICY  

Members may access funds once per fiscal year to a maxi-
mum of $1000.00. Some eligible expenses are cultural cer-
emonies, pow wows; traditional dancing, Anishna-
bemowin, performing and visual arts events and club, tra-
ditional harvesting practices and other related activities 
may be considered. 

   

ADULT SKILLS ENHANCEMENT POLICY 

This program was developed to enable Adult members to 
join and participate in activities to expand their horizons, 
develop new skills and explore areas of interest.   $700 
each fiscal year is available for members to access. This 
allocation is for courses training, travel and accommoda-
tions. 

 

CHILD & YOUTH SKILLS ENHANCEMENT POLICY 

This program was developed to enable children and youth 
who are 18 years and younger to join and participate in 
activities to expand their horizons, develop new skills and 
explore areas of interest.   $1200 each fiscal year is availa-
ble for members to access. Travel, meals or accommoda-
tion along with equipment are now covered.  

 

TUTORING POLICY 

Students with learning challenges may receive funds 
for tutoring services up to a maximum of $500.00 per 
fiscal year. Send applications to the Education Manag-
er at the Laura McKenzie Learning Centre. Provided 
there are funds left in the budget, they may be a se-
cond call out. 

 

COMPUTERS FOR STUDENTS POLICY 

Full-time students from secondary to post-secondary 
school may upon approval in writing by the Enrich-
ment Funds Clerk, be eligible to access a $700 alloca-
tion to purchase a computer. Students may apply eve-
ry 3 years.  

 

HEALTH POLICY 

Band members may apply for health costs that are not 
covered through Health Canada to a maximum of 
$750.00 per fiscal year. Members can use their health 
dollars for travel to appointments not covered by 
FNIHB.  Doctor/specialist notes needed to be renewed 
yearly. The health supplement is now in the Health 
Policy. The Health Supplement provides support for 
TFN members that live on a fixed limited income.  The 
maximum amount per person is $500 each fiscal year. 
To access this supplement your most current Notice of 
Assessment and T4 must accompany your request 
yearly.  

 

NEW ATHLETICS FUND POLICY 

This policy was created to help registered members of 
TFN that are 12-25 years old and are playing at a mini-
mum Double AA or higher in all sports. They can ac-
cess a maximum of $7500.00 yearly to help cover 
sports related expenses. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at 705-237-8943  

 

Temagami First Nation Enrichment Funds 



 

 

Lands and Resources Event 

n’Daki Menan Mapping Project Presentation 

January 21, 7:00pm-9:00pm 

Rec Centre 

 

For more information, contact Casey 

705-237-8275   casey.becker@temagamifirstnation.ca 

 



 

The TMFC has had a busy few months. In November we attended the Toopy and 

Binoo concert at the Capitol Centre in North Bay. The children absolutely loved the show,                     

and all children received a Toopy and Binoo T-shirt for a souvenir.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    We also celebrated a couple of birthdays!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy, Amy & Christine had the opportunity to attend the 6th annual “It’s Child’s Play”                              

Conference. The conference was informative and focused on the importance of play and center 

based learning. This means that children learn best being physically involved in what they are 

learning, and this happens through play and hands on with learning centers and natural                                        

situations. Highlighted on the next page are a couple of interesting topics that were presented                         

at the conference. 

 TMFC NEWS 



 

 

The Benefits of Gun Play, Wrestling and Superheroes – This workshop gave the attendees a pos-

itive view on the importance of this type of play and gave us suggestions on how to incorporate 

this into our programs. Allowing for children to be superheroes teaches children how to be lead-

ers, assert their power, and teaches them control. It teaches children to recognize social cues 

(reading body language, feelings) and some of the examples given actually showed how children 

use this type of play to be protective. Most people assume that these types of play teach the chil-

dren to be violent and this perception is not accurate. For example, guns are not a bad thing. Na-

tive people use them to hunt, our Veterans used them to fight for our freedom and police officers 

use them every day to protect our communities. As long as we create the rules and expectations 

and we teach these things to our children, that is. 

Building their Bounce – Promoting Resilience in Young Children – This workshop was present-

ed by Nefertiti Bruce Poyner who is an Early Childhood Specialist with the Devereux Foundation 

(United States). This workshop gave the participants tools to help children “Bounce Back” and 

provide experiences to help the children be resilient. It is our job to adapt to the child, not for the 

child to adapt to us and how we think they should learn. Some Educators do think that the aca-

demic teachings are what is important (letter recognition, numbers) however it was stressed in 

almost every workshop attended that we need to teach the children about self-regulation, we 

need to form attachment bonds with our children, and we needed to promote their initiative. The 

academics will come with learning through play experiences. 

 

On November 21 & 22, 2014 we participated in the Strategic Planning Session with                                     

Chief  & Council, which was both insightful and informative.  

 

TMFC/AHS hosted a Turkey Workshop though               

June Twain’s Mino Wiisin program. Attendees 

learned how to prep, cook and carve turkeys, and  

of course how to effectively use any leftovers after 

the holiday dinners. This workshop was very well 

attended. TMFC and the AHS Families would like              

to say thank you to June for facilitating and to               

Nathan for catering. 

 

 

The Parent Committee has been established and we are hoping to meet before the end of the 

month. 

 

More next page….. 

TMFC NEWS, continued 



 

On December 4th, 2014, the TMFC hosted our annual Family Christmas Dinner.                                                            

Betty worked diligently on dinner; she served prime rib with all of the fixings. Thank you Betty!                            

It was delicious. We had to change venue due to the record number of families that participated                          

in the program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the children were excited to discover that “Santa” made a surprise visit! 

 

    TMFC NEWS, continued 



 

TMFC would like to take some time to honour the late Mary Katt, an Elder and a respected                 

keeper of our language.  

 

Mary came to the daycare faithfully                

to share her fluent knowledge of               

anishnawbai mowen with the children 

and staff for over 10 years. Mary was 

dedicated to keeping our language 

alive and she was an excellent teacher 

for the children.  She had humour and 

wit that piqued the interest of the            

children. On our walks when we   

passed by Mary’s house, the children 

would always wave. Mary was a great 

lady and she left us a wonderful gift, 

and that is our inherent language.                  

She will be missed by the children             

and staff.  

 

Miigwetch Mary, Bamaapii. 

 

 

 

 

    TMFC NEWS, continued 

Just a few reminders-                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

When away from the Island, please inform staff who your child’s contact is. This week’s extreme 

cold temperatures are keeping the children indoors; however, please ensure that your child has the                             

appropriate clothing. Flu season is once again upon us. So far we have had only one case at the day-

care, and we are staying on top of the disinfecting.  

 

Until next month, 

Tammy Presseault 

RECE Program Supervisor 

Tillie Missabie Family Centre 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LMLC Anishnaabemowin Update                                    

With Patsy Turner 

Mno Nimkadaading!! Happy New Year!!    

I wanted to start first by saying how sorry I was to hear that Mary Katt passed away.  She was a Language 

Keeper who was always willing to teach and share her knowledge of the language whenever I would visit or 

when she’d come to the school.  Mary will truly be missed, but that means we have to work even harder 

with learning the language and making use of it. 

Mary told me once: “Aabjitoon  Kaawinitoonmin - Use it or lose it.” 

In December we had a number of fun and interesting language activities taking place in the school.  The 

word for Christmas from the Mko Mnising dialect is a lovely 20 letter word that I wasn’t sure many of the 

students would pronounce correctly: Niibaayaamiiyaanowan.  So I challenged them to learn We Wish You a 

Merry Christmas, in Ojibway: 

Begish mno niibaayaamiiyaanowan, Begish mno niibaayaamiiyaanowan 

Begish mno niibaayaamiiyaanowan, Mno Nimkadaading! 

If they learned the song they 

earned 10 points for their  

monthly School Team Challenge.  

Well within days I had the kids 

singing this song and                            

pronouncing it all correctly.                

I’d say 95% of the students 

learned the song and earned 

their points, but only a few staff 

members gave it a try. 

The students then had an                  

assignment to extend the                 

language out into the community 

by making their own Christmas 

cards in the language.  We tried 

to reach people that don’t have 

students in the school and to 

share some of our Ojibway 

words, prayer and songs. 



 

For our annual Christmas Craft Sale the students had to make a craft that reflects the language. 

They made Christmas ball ornaments with words painted in Ojibway on the ornament, and we sold 

most of these at the sale.  The students also made Cupcake Goon Niniwag (Cupcake Snowmen) to 

sell at the bake table.  These were delicious and all sold out. 

The students have been learning a Thanksgiving Prayer over the past months 

and a small group of students said the prayer at the Community Christmas 

Dinner on December 18 at the Rec. Center.  They have done very well learning 

the prayer and are available to share the prayer to open meetings or other 

special gatherings in the community.                                                                                             

 

At the Christmas concert the students performed 2 Ojibway songs. One was Begish Mno 

Niibaayaamiiyanowan – We Wish You a Merry Christmas- and another was the Eight Thunderbird 

song.  The students have been learning hand drumming and had a few practices with Jamie to learn 

the song to prepare for the performance.   

 

Overall it has been impressive to hear the students using the language                                      

at school and in the community. 

LMLC  Anishnaabemowin Update, Continued                                  



 

 

Props to David Laronde for a Couple of 

Cool Achievements...  

The movie ―Ice Soldiers”, starring Dominic 

Purcell and Adam Beach, also featured David in a 

small role as  a  Canadian Forces Ranger. David got 

the gig through Darlene Naponse, Director of the 

film ‗Every Emotion Costs‘ and local film-maker 

from Atikameksheng Anishnawbek (Whitefish 

Lake First Nation), near Sudbury.    Darlene and 

her husband Julian Cote operate 

Pine Needle Productions Studio 

there.   

 

The film is now available on DVD, 

and you can find it online through 

Amazon.  

David has also been busy 

playing music with 

“Sweetgrass”,  

a Southern Ontario-based bluegrass 

band. Sweetgrass performed in                      

Temagami and on Bear Island last                 

summer. People loved their show and 

their tunes– they are a fine bunch 

of musicians and very fun people.                

In November, Sweetgrass was voted 

―Most Promising Group‖ at the                         

Canadian Central Bluegrass Awards.  

Sweet for sure! L-R: Dave, Mike Del Mastro, Alderville FN Chief             

Jimbob Marsden, Ginny McIlmoyle, John Partridge. 



 

The Fundraising Campaign continues until January 31st.                                                                 

To see Sandra discuss her inspiration for the award and the impact Mom Barbara                        

has had on all her children‘s success, here‘s the link: 

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/barbara-laronde-award-for-best-new-northern-artist 
 

Non-computer users who want to know more: call Daisy 705-237-8943 for assistance. 

Sandra Laronde has been busy too…                    

Creating the Barbara Laronde Award! 

Indiegogo Campaign to Launch the 
Barbara Laronde Award 

for Best New Northern Artist 
The Barbara Laronde Award has been created celebrate the achievements of one outstanding female artist 

from Northern Ontario, and to honour the Founder of Native Women in the Arts (NWIA) for her vision and 

commitment to indigenous artists, Sandra Laronde. Sandra’s 20-plus years of leadership at NWIA has 

paved the way for many Indigenous artists at various stages of their careers. 

Sandra refers to her mother, Barbara, as the backbone of the family and a leader in the Temagami First 

Nation community. Her mom inspired all of the siblings to be creative and entrepreneurial, and it is with this 

spirit that NWIA launches this new award. 

This Indiegogo Campaign will launch the Barbara Laronde Award in 2015 to celebrate the career of an 

emerging Indigenous female artist from Northern Ontario. We will continue the award in the years ahead, 

incorporating career enhancing opportunities including a mentorship, artist residency and performance      

opportunities. 

C:/Users/jturner/Documents/BI BLAST
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/barbara-laronde-award-for-best-new-northern-artist
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/barbara-laronde-award-for-best-new-northern-artist
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/barbara-laronde-award-for-best-new-northern-artist


 

 December 18, 2014… 

Community Christmas Dinner and      

LMLC Christmas Concert! 

The Potts Ladies making the magic happen in the kitchen... 
Marty says it’s all about the                     

Pampered Chef potato peeler.  

Yummm! 



 

 

And more yummm... 

 

Miigwetch to Denise at LMLC for 

guiding these cuties in learning 

about volunteerism… they made 

these centrepieces for the dinner.    

Great job! 

The best 

gifts...           

Little people 

and big 

hugs. 

Right, Ruby? 



 

 

Show Time! 



 

 

Babies of 2014...l to r: Caiden, Sonya, Elliott, Eden, Jasper. That’s a whole lot of cute! 

Photo by Desi Senf 



 

Anishnawbek Words and Expressions We                

Seldom if Ever Hear Anymore - With Duane Paul 

 
1. Chi-nah-may-goos n‘gee buh-duy-aun jee-nah-go.  

A) I am going trout fishing tomorrow.                                            

B) I caught a big trout yesterday.                  

C) I missed a big trout yesterday.          

D) The ice road is safe for travel now.          

         

2. Mee-suh ay-zhew-way-bik noong goom.                  

A) I can‘t believe that just happened.               

B) That‘s the way things were long ago.                 

C) That‘s the way things are nowadays.          

D) Meanwhile, back on the rez...        

 

3. Wen-naih-nah gah-zhah be-daus-ah-maus-say?            

A) Who is that person walking this way? (Toward us.)        

B) Who are those people walking on the ice?                

C) Do you always go for long walks?                       

D) Is that person walking this way? (This direction?)           

                 

4. Tah-jah-gin-oysh o’gee-wun-dain-do.          

A) I am going on a long trip. (Alone.)         

B) I doubt if he / she will be gone for long.                

C) I‘m leaving but I won‘t be gone for long.                

D) He / she was gone (wandered off alone) for quite a long time.  

Mee-suh as-zhew-way-bik noong 

goom! 



 

5. Kah-win zhay-suh-se daah-way-gum-ing.          

A) I did not go to the store.          

B) The store hours have not changed.         

C) The store is not open.         

D) The power is off at the store. 

 

                                                     Answers on next page….     

Anishnawbek Words and Expressions We Seldom if Ever 

Hear Anymore, continued... - With Duane Paul 

Kah-win zhay-suh-se 

daah-way-gum-ing 

Butch Turner, Laura Moore, Katie Saville, and Peggy Moore                                  

hang out at the daah-way-gum-ing 



https://www.facebook.com/OnlineAnishinaabemowin 

1. B)  —  2. C)  —  3. A)  —  4. D)  —  5. C) 

Notes:  

In 1., pronounce ―duy‖ similar to dye or die and ―jee‖ like the jee in jeep.  

In 4., pronounce ―gee‖ the same as gee in geek, and ―do‖ same as dough.  

Pronounce ―gin‖ in gin-oysh similar to the oyish in boyish, but without the i, so it becomes 

shortened to oysh.  

Answers to “Anishnawbek Words and Expressions...by Duane 

 

Gorgeous January Sunset...photo by Amanda Paul 



 



 



 

I 

  ~ January 2015 ~   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

  

 

 

AA Meeting 

7:30pm 

2 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 
 
 
 
AA Meeting 

7:30pm 
Elder’s 

9 

  

10 

  

11 

  

12 

  

13 

 Women’s  

Dinner 

FHWC 

5:30-8:30pm 

 

Regular  
Council  
Meeting  
7-9pm 

14 

 Kids ages 6-12 

Game Night 

FHWC 

6:30pm-8:00pm 

15 
I am a Kind Man 

FHWC 

6:30-8:30pm 

 
 

 AA Meeting 

7:30pm 
Elder’s 

16 

 Poker 

Night 

Elder’s  

7:30pm 

17 

  

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

 Dinner for 6 

Raffle Draw 

LMLC 

 

Mapping    

Project 

Presentation 
7-9pm               

Rec Ctr 

22 
 
I am a Kind Man 

FHWC 

6:30-8:30pm 

 
 AA Meeting 

7:30pm 
Elder’s 

23 

 Elder’s Meeting 

 
Governance  
Consultations 
Also on 24th 

24 

 Community 

Meeting 

10am-3pm 

Rec Centre 

Youth Art 

Group  

FHWC 

10am-4pm 

25 

 Community 

Meeting 

10am-3pm 

Rec Centre 

 

Youth Art 

Group  

FHWC 

10am-4pm 

26 

  

27 
Dinner and            

Sharing Circle 

With Perry 

FHWC 

5:30-8:30pm 

 

 Regular  
Council  
Meeting 
7-9pm 

28 

  

29 
LMLC PD DAY 

 
I am a Kind Man 

FHWC 

6:30-8:30pm 

 
 AA Meeting 

7:30pm 
Elder’s 

30 

 LMLC PD DAY 

31 

  



 

On December 21, 2014                                          

Mary Aldea Twain Katt               
began her journey to the spirit world on the birth date of her   

eldest son Joseph. As was her wish she died peacefully at home 

on Bear Island with her son Gilbert and daughter Gwen providing 

love and comfort.  

 

Mary was born in Shiningtree near Elk Lake on November 12, 

1934 to Josephine Twain. She lived a traditional life on the land 

through trapping, hunting and running sled dogs on the Montreal 

River, Lady Evelyn Lake, Diamond Lake and Sharp Rock Inlet. Her 

working life began when she worked as a cabin girl at Camp 

Wanapitei at age 13 years. She also loved her work over many 

summers at Camp Chimo. She took in laundry for tourists and 

had her children carry water and iron sheets to make it a “family  

business". She married John Katt Jr in June 1951 and together 

they had Joe and Mae. Her second life's partner Gordon Turner 

and her lived in many locations during his work with the                       

Department of Lands and Forests. Together they had three               

children - Gilbert, Gail and Gwen - and raised their blended family 

of eight children that included Ken, Greg and Joanne Turner. 

 

Mary's greatest love was the children in her community of Bear Island. She spent over 10 years as Native Language teacher at the Tillie 

Missabie Day Care. She loved her heritage, her culture and her People. She especially liked teaching people Ojibway words and enjoyed 

it when they used these words when they met again over the years. Mary loved to tell stories of the old days on Lake Temagami and 

our ancestors who have gone before her. Her dream was to see an Elder's residence for members to live out their days at home on 

Bear Island. 

 

She is survived by her children: Second Chief Joseph Katt (Lillian Birtch), Mae (Debbie Weiler), Gilbert, Gail (Murray Carlson), Gwen 

(Donny MacInnis), stepchildren Greg and Joanne Turner, sister Doreen and brother Alex Albany. Grandchildren: Joshua Katt, Summer 

Bressette, Tammy Presseault, Nancy Birtch, Amanda Paul, Dorothy Turner, Vanessa Turner, Brodie Turner, Ken Beaucage, Derek Katt 

(Geena), Matthew Katt (Kay-la), Justin Katt (Jolene), Alison Katt, Joshua Gwyn, Faith Bruyere, Logan Bruyere, Andrew Katt, Sarah Comp-

ston (Jeffrey); Andrea Katt, Daryle Katt; and 14 great grandchildren: Connor and Cheyenne Presseault; Lisa Paul; Sage and Cadence 

Katt; Kyla Compston; Keira Katt Carlson; Jaxon Beaucage, Maya and Quinton Katt; Angel-Jane and Ruby Paul, Cylas and Mariah Paul and 

many nieces, nephews and friends. 

 

Predeceased by her parents Josephine and Peter Albany, grandparents David Twain and Agnes Naveau; older brother Danny (drowned 

1959); infant brothers: John "Johnny-cake" (5); Phillip (3) and Billy (2); sisters Janet (mom of Debbie Lemieux), Rose; step-son Ken 

Turner (drowned 1973); great grandson Carson Presseault (2003). 

 

She was forever missing and now joins her life's partner Gordon Turner who died April 10, 2007; mother-in-law Jane Katt; first husband 

John Katt who died May 3, 1978; and best friend Tillie Missabie, who now await her in heaven with loving arms. 

 

The Katt family welcomed friends at the Bear Island Recreation Center on Sunday December 28, 2014 and Monday 29th.  The Funeral 

Service was held at the Bear Island Recreation Center on December 30, 2014. Interment took place at the Bear Island Cemetery.                  

Memorial contributions to the Ojibway Language Program or the Preservation of the Turtle c/o Temagami First Nation will be gratefully 

acknowledged. Condolences, contributions and memorial candles may be left at www.buffamleveille.com.  

"Never say good-bye, just say so-long" 


