
 

 

 

B.I. BLAST 
Gitche Bi’boon Giizis ~ Big Winter Month ~ January 2017 

Damien Katt Knows How to Have Fun!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

               

           Kwe Kwe!                                                       
So, another new year is upon us…  

Mino Niibaayamiyanowaang Giizis!  

Although the standard calendar considers January 1 the 

start of the year, some consider Winter Solstice on                       

December 21st to be more accurate. That’s the magical time 

when the days stop getting shorter, and get longer instead… 

renewal and rebirth in the dead of winter. Kind of a big deal 

when you live in the bush. No matter what the date, we can 

certainly agree that this is the season for new beginnings– 

so, the Blast is celebrating that with a look at all the new 

community members born last year. It was a baby boom! 

Another Celebration: This month, it’s the             

Blast’s 4th year anniversary.    

We hope to see the Blast grown and expand– it belongs to 

the people. Your voice matters! All TFN and TAA people are 

invited to participate, to keep the Blast vital and dynamic.  

Opinions, ideas, stories, history stuff, family tree info, news, 

photos, art, memories… it’s all welcome and encouraged.                                     

Just gotta keep that stick on the ice is all.  

Sleeping Beauties Madeline 

(front) and Chloe (back) … 

just 2 of this community’s 

future women.  

Photo by Gramma Virg Paul 

BI BLAST 

communication@temagamifirstnation.ca 

705-237-8943 / Toll Free 1-888-737-9884 

General Delivery, Bear Island, Lake Temagami, ON P0H 1C0 

Please send any change of address stuff– phone, post, or email–                                         

to this address too.  

Miigwetch.  



  

 
*ATTENTION ALL BEAR ISLAND RESIDENTS* 

  

The Bear Island First Response Team is looking for new members.   
 

Are you interested in helping others and willing to volunteer some of your 
time to this worthwhile cause?   
If so, we need you and look forward to working with you.   
If you are interested or would like more information on this position,  
please contact Kim Jones or Scott Poirier at 705-569-3258.  
We will require a minimum of four to six people to sign up prior to                          
commencing training for the position.   
Training for new members will likely take place in the spring.   

 
 Please consider joining this wonderful team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this time we would also like to remind community members                               

to please learn your lot number, so if you do ever need to call                                   

for an emergency we will know where to find you.     

 

 



 

 

The TFN Snowmobile 

Shuttle Schedule is on 

the back cover / last 

page of this issue. 



 

 

The Results of the Second and Final Vote on                                              

Community Meeting Resolution #002– 3/12/2016 

Are available on the NDakiMenan Forum in “News from Administration”. 

If you are a community member and you are not a computer user                                                          

or you do not have access to the Forum, please contact  

communication@temagamifirstnation.ca or 705-237-8943 

C:/Users/jturner/Documents/BI BLAST


 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Restorative Justice—A Community Initiative 
 The Bear Island Policing Committee recently              

received funding from the Ministry of Justice 

(Federal) to study and implement a Restorative 

Justice system on Bear Island. It remains to be 

determined whether this system will be available 

to community members residing off Reserve.  

The Bear Island Policing Committee,  Chaired by 

Virginia McKenzie,  is made up of the following 

members: 

 Virginia McKenzie—Chair 

 Brad Kerr– Bear Island Police Officer 

 Tom Saville Jr.– Bear Island Police Officer 

 John McKenzie– Retired Bear Island Police 

Officer and TFN Elder 

 Joe Katt– TFN Elder and Second Chief, TFN 

 Jamie Friday– Community member 

All Policing Committee members are on the               

Restorative Justice Committee, as well as: 

 Tyler Paul, TFN Youth Worker 

 Nancy Shipman, Community member 

 John Turner, Community member 

The Restorative Justice Committee has held 2 

information and discussion sessions so far; the 

first was held on December 14th, for TFN service 

provider staff. The second was held on January 

5th, for TFN youth. Both sessions were successful 

and well attended.  

Virginia McKenzie contributed this statement: 

Happy New Year. 

I sincerely hope that the Holiday season brought 
many blessing to you all. 

Over the next few months the Bear Island Police 
Committee will be engaging in the development 
of our Restorative Justice Program. 

We will be having many upcoming sessions to              
gather historical information to develop our                               
framework. Community participation is one of the 
key elements of our success. 

The Police Committee created a team to spearhead 
this process.  Many thanks to Jamie Friday ; she has 
been inspirational to us with her commitment and 
organizational skills. 

Many thanks also to Nancy Shipman, Tyler Paul, and 
Tashina Paul, who brought the youth together for 
our meeting  Friday January 5th. It was well              
attended. 

We have an upcoming Pasta Dinner with                               
information regarding the implementation of                             
insurance and other safety factors.                                                              
We have a social responsibility to keep our                            
children safe. 

If you have any questions about the information 
above, please give me a call: 705-237-8005. 

More information on Restorative Justice  is on the 
following page.  

Bear Island Policing Committee  

And 

Restorative Justice Committee 

Invite Community Members to Attend a 

Pasta Dinner and                                             

Information Session 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 

5:30pm 

Laura McKenzie Learning Centre 



 

 

 

By Nancy Shipman 



 

 
Random News, Accomplishments,                                              

and Good Stuff from the Community 

Jayda Moore is only 6 years old, but she’s  already a 

dedicated and disciplined dancer.                                                                   

Mommy Stephanie McMartin writes,  

"Jayda would just like to thank those involved in the                             
Enrichment Fund. She has started dancing in 2013 and in her 
second year she was asked to join the competitive team.                 
This year she was accepted once again without even                            
auditioning. Jayda loves to dance and we could not be able to 
keep her involved so intensely without the support of the 
Enrichment Fund. Jayda practices several times per week and 
now that it is closer to competition season she also practices 
on Saturdays. Her first comp this year is Dance Magic in                 
Haileybury on Feb 24th, then we're off to the View Dance 
Challenge in North Bay on April 6th and the last one being 
BeDazzled on May 11th at Blue Mountain Resort in                          
Collingwood. There are also two recitals per year along with 
an event called Dessert and Dance that is a Fundraiser for the 
competitive team. She also dances at community events in 
Sutton Bay and in Temiskaming Shores.                                                
Once again, Chi-Meegwetch to the Enrichment Fund for the 
support throughout the years; it has surely enriched her life 
and we are extremely grateful.                                                                 
Respectfully, Jayda and family" 

 



 

 

                Demi Mathias  

Is in her 4th year at University of Ottawa.                            
She is taking Aboriginal Studies with a Minor in 
Political Science.  

So, when TFN Councillor and Dad Tom Mathias 
attended the annual AFN Conference in                              
December, it was a natural fit for Demi to come 
along.  

While she was  there, some guy named Justin 
took a selfie with Demi!  Lol! 

  

The Blast didn’t get to put in this story     

earlier, but it’s too cool  to miss.  

Brad Paul   

got to meet one of 

his heroes at                            

Fan Expo 2016 in 

Toronto last September– none other than 

Stan Lee, creator of Spider Man.  Stan Lee 

also co-created a bunch of other huge 

comic characters including  The Hulk,               

Fantastic 4, and Iron Man to name a few.  

Wowee!!!!  

Brad is currently continuing his education 

in film making at Canadore College in 

North Bay.   

Go Brad! See ya in the movies! 



 

 

The Bear Island Ice Rink is Rocking! 

Thanks to community volunteers, the rink is in full 

swing. Islanders are making good use of it, and                    

enjoying use of the Sonny Moore Building as well to 

warm up in.  

Below, on 

Christmas Eve,                      

Paige Becker 

and                   

Brianna            

Friday work a 

pose on the 

ice!   

Go Girls! 

Community Members Were Treated 

to Christmas Bins Once Again                

at Christmas.   

A lot of work goes into putting these bins                   

together, and as always the DPHC Staff did                    

a great job.  

Gladys and Bob Farr wrote: 

 “We wish to Thank All of the Temagami First               

Nation Community Support Services Staff for the 

Christmas Hamper that We Received on                               

December 21st. All of the food Items will be    

greatly enjoyed and appreciated. Lots of thought 

was put into all of the non perishable items as 

well. Keep up the good Work! - Gladys and Bob.” 

Included in the bins was a beautiful calendar, put 

together by Donna Mattias. Chi Miigwetch               

Donna, Alice Becker, and Sue McKenzie, and 

FHWC Staff for the youth  ages 7 to 18 gifts.  

Blast from  

the Past… 

 

Here’s a new                  

addition to Jack 

Humphrey’s photo 

collection on his 

“Temagami”                    

facebook page,    

courtesy of Nancy 

Bond.  The scene is 

right where the Pier 

Market stands today 

on Bear Island.  



 

 

 

TFN member, Nurse Practitioner, and tireless advocate for                

First Nations Health Mae Katt is in making news again. 

Thunderbird Partnership’s Winter Newsletter reports on the 

success of  the Suboxone Mobile Treatment Team , which Mae 

was instrumental in creating and still works with.  

Here’s a quote: 

“Some communities that have been using the in-community 

treatment model for 4 years have seen incredible change.                    

People are employed, children are coming back from child               

welfare, people are fishing, on the land, and building houses.”  

The report cites remarkable statistics  as well: 

-Police criminal charges are down 61.1% 

-Child protection cases are down 58.3% 

-School attendance has risen by 33.3% 

If you would like to read the entire article, you can do so here: 

 

 

 

 

There is no 

chemical                       

solution to a 

spiritual                     

problem. 

Let’s make 2017 

a year of                            

compassion                  

and love for                        

each other -and 

ourselves! 

                                         

Photo by  

Barb MacInnis 

http://nnapf.com/winter-newsletter-20162017/ 

Mae is on page 7.  
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Ohhhh, Baby!  

As mentioned on the first page, 

the Blast is celebrating the New 

Year by recognizing all the               

babies born last year. What 

could be more fun?  Enjoy all the 

new family members on the next 

few pages!  

                Right, Linc? 
Goo!   

(Translation: Yep!) 



 

Madeline Nancy Waasnoode Paul 

September 18, 2016  

 

Mommy Nancy says:  

Her middle name describes her the best- "Waasnoode" 

meaning Northern Lights. She's constantly changing 

and unpredictable at times but always as just as                   

beautiful. 

I call her my 

Northern Lights 

Princess because 

she lights up my 

world just like the 

dancing lights light 

up the  winter night 

time sky. 

 

Below:              

With Daddy  Tyler 

Paul and Mommy 

Nancy Shipman  

 

 

Above:                     

With big bro 

Wabunung  



 

Celina Rose Burns 
May 29, 2016 

 

     Above: with Daddy Jake Burns, 

Mommy Kaylee Dufresne 

Daddy Jake says: 

She’s such a good 

girl- one of the best 

babies I’ve ever had 

to take care of. She 

listens, never              

complains, and eats 

like her dad—

everything! Lol! So 

father hood with her 

is the best feeling in 

the world. I can’t 

explain the feeling, 

the love I have for 

her. She just looks 

at me and melts my 

heart. She is a                 

daddy’s girl, that’s 

for sure! 

Above:                                 

With big bro Jason 



 

Delaney-Jane Chantal Sylvester 
 

December 8, 2015 

 

Mommy Rebecca Metatawabin says: 

Delaney-Jane is doing great. She's running all over 

the house now and learning to talk. She can say 

mom, amma (grandma), papa, hi, dada.. and a few 

others. She's always so happy.  

Nicole and Jeremy are amazing older siblings and 

they just adore their baby sister. They're always 

wanting to help and are teaching her a lot.                            

They adjusted really well to her. 

I am enjoying every moment of being a mommy.                         

It took a lot of adjusting and was a big learning               

process, but the five of us make a great 

team and I couldn't be happier. 

 

Below: Nicole, Delaney, Jeremy 



 

Violet Rose Timony 
Dec 16th, 2015 

Grandma is Nancy Couchie, Grampa and Nanny are 

John Harding and Heather Reid, Great Aunty is 

Cathy Metcalfe.  Daddy and Mommy are having a 

great time with this little sweetheart!                             

With Daddy Dan Timony,                                           

Mommy Sarah (Couchie) Timony 



 

Mihkel Curtis Bykkonen 
May 4th, 2016 

Mommy Melanie Bykkonen says:            

Wow, time sure has flown by with our little bundle of 

joy .  He will be 8 months old on January 4th, 2017.  

Where has the time gone? Our lives have definitely 

changed for the better as there is never a dull moment.   

It is a joy to watch Mihkel problem solve through his             

challenges.  Over the last few months he has mastered 

the "army crawl" and is now starting to pull himself up 

onto EVERYTHING. He loves books, smiling, family, 

and shopping with mommy, as he usually steals the show 

when we are out and about. He fills our hearts with love 

and laughter.  We couldn't imagine our lives without this 

little miracle.   

Right: With Daddy Kevin Bykonnen,                                      

Mommy Melanie Bykkonen.  

Kevin and Melanie teach at                                                   

Laura McKenzie Learning Centre.  



 

Arya Grace Odemin Robertson 
June 14, 2016 

Mommy Callie Paul says: 

Arya has grown to be such a sweetheart in               

these first, short near seven months of her 

life. She's very compassionate, kind, and 

very gentle-natured (at least until you take 

her crackers away). She likes car rides, 

shopping with Mama, watching TV with 

Dad, and cuddling with any of her loving 

grandparents.                                                             

Being a Mom is hard sometimes; I feel like 

sometimes it's too hard. But every time she 

smiles or laughs I always remember what it's 

all about and keep working harder towards 

being the best Mom I could ever be to my 

little Strawberry.  

Daddy is Nick Robertson.  



 

 

Lincoln Martin Gilbert Katt 
                March 28, 2016  

 

Mommy Jolene Polson says:                                                              

Lincoln “Linc” turned 9 months old on the 28th of December 

but he's the size of a 7 to 7.5 month old.                                                           

(Linc was a preemie.) 

He's got his third tooth cutting, he can sit very well and he 

found his voice again. He just loves to scream and say 

"HEY!" 

I love being a mother--finally!!  There are good days and 

tougher ones but it’s great seeing how far he's come along 

from 2 pounds. I also love seeing him discover new things 

every week and 

especially his shy 

little smiles. No 

wonder people 

have more than 

one, lol! 

 

 

Left, with Mommy Jolene; 

Right, with Daddy Justin Katt 

 



 

Chloe January Paul Jones 
             January 31, 2016 

Mommy Amy Paul says: 

Chloe is currently 11 months 

old. She is learning how to 

walk, she likes to say "hi". She 

likes playing with all of her  

siblings Angel, Erickah, Isaiah 

and Colby and was able to meet 

her oldest sister Haylie at her 

graduation this past June.                                         

She is definitely spoiled by all 

her doting siblings! 

Below, left to right: with Angel, Erickah, 

Isaiah, Colby. With Mommy Amy above. 

No photo of Daddy Shawn Jones! 



 

Hunter Jordan Richard Metatawabin 
March 5, 2016 

 

Daddy Jordan Metatawabin says: 

Parenting to me has been the most amazing thing ever.           

Although I am now a single parent I love the fact I get 

Hunter to myself. I love everything he has brought to me. 

My boy has surprised me all his life and still continues to 

surprise me with how much he has grown. He is now 10 

months and started walking before 8 months!                      

Now he's running around the house! 



 

Damien Gilbert Katt 
March 6, 2016 

 

Mommy Geena Polson 

says: 

We're enjoying life with 

our new little man. It is 

such a pleasure watching 

him grow and learn new 

things every day. We are 

looking forward to his first 

birthday in March.  

 

Above: With Daddy Derek 

Katt, Mommy Geena Polson 



 

 Zeppelin Jarvis Lavergne  

June 19, 2016 

Zeppelin  and his TFN member Mom Katie Lavergne are 

from the Jobson family.  Katie’s Aunt Faye, who is a     

Matachewan FN member, says: “My grandparents were 

George and Angeline Jobson. My mother’s name was Ivy 

Jobson she was born on Bear Island. There were 7 or so 

brothers and sisters in my mother’s family.                                        

Ever cute, that little guy! Noah  and Kruz too!  

Below: Mommy 

Katie (Galarneau) 

Lavergne: Daddy 

Jon Lavergne; Step 

bro Noah, Bro Kruz, 

Zeppelin middle 

front.   



 

Sage Amelia Twain 
December 16, 2015                                           

Sage had a bit of an uphill struggle at first, after        

being born prematurely. Clearly though, she’s                

doing great!                                                                            

Sage is Little Sister to Hannah, Rylan, and Owen;                                

Mommy is Misty Sturman and Daddy is                              

TFN member Darril Twain. 

 

Grandparents to Sage 

are Jerry and  Sharon 

Twain, who have 

passed but are looking 

over her. 

 



 

 

LMLC Christmas Concert December 21, 2016 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

  January  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
  

2 
  

3 
  

Elder’s Drop-In 

1-3 pm, Elder’s 

Building 

4 
  

5 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

Elder’s Building 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 

 Elder’s Drop-In 

1-3 pm, Elder’s 

Building 

11 
  

12 
Land Code                  

Consultation 

Draft 3.3 

Ronnoco House, 

Temagami  

7-9pm 
 

 AA Meeting 7pm 

Elder’s Building 

13 
  

14 
  

15 
  

16 

 BIEA Meeting 

6-9pm 

LMLC 

17 

 Elder’s Drop-In 

1-3 pm, Elder’s 

Building 

 

Regular  

Council  

Meeting 

L&R Building  

7pm 

18 

 Elder’s Lunch & 

Bingo, 12-3pm 

Elder’s Building  

 

19 
Land Code                

Consultation 

Draft 3.3 

L&R Building, 

Bear Island  

7-9pm 
 

 AA Meeting 7pm 

Elder’s Building 

20 
  

21 
  

22 
  

23 

 Land Code               

Consultation 

Draft 3.3 

Indian Friend-

ship Centre, 

North Bay 

7-9pm 

24 

 Elder’s Drop-In 

1-3 pm, Elder’s 

Building 

25     Restorative                              

Justice  
Info Session and                

Pasta Dinner 
5:30-8pm 

LMLC 

Land Code                             

Consultation 

Draft 3.3 

Keepers of the 

Circle, New 

Liskeard 

7-9pm 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 AA Meeting 7pm 

Elder’s Building 

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

31 

 Elder’s Drop-In 

1-3 pm, Elder’s 

Building 

Notes: 

 

Bear Island Winter Carnival is Saturday, February 11th. 

Save the date! :) 



 


