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BI Blast    
Gitche Bi’boon Giizis ~ Big Winter Month 

January 2014 

It’s the Blast’s 1 year anniversary! 

Nimkadaading~ Happy New Year! 
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  Welcome 2014! 
 

A new year, a fresh start. Time for resolutions...or not...depending on your state of mind!  

This is the start of year 2 for the BI Blast. We hope you have enjoyed the previous 12 issues.                                        

The Blast belongs to the people of the community, so everyone is always welcome and invited to                 

contribute. 

The more content that comes from the people, the richer and more exciting the Blast becomes.                                               

The only condition is, “Keep Your Stick on the Ice”! Photos, art, poetry, stories, history, opinions,    

jokes...whatever you would like to share.  

Please send your contributions to:  

communication@temagamifirstnation.ca  

or 

BI Blast C/O Temagami First Nation 

Bear Island, Lake Temagami ON 

P0H 1C0 

 

The Blast received an anonymous contribution with a positive                   

message for the new year. It is about the act of forgiveness– an exercise to help anyone 

who wants to throw off old baggage and free themselves to move forward. It’s on the next page.  

Kàsìyamawàn - to Forgive.                                                                         
From http://www.thealgonquinway.ca/English/dictionary-results-e.php 

Oshki Da Mach Ta Min – We Will Start New.  

Teme Augama Anishnabai Translation from Alex Mathias 
 

 

http://www.thealgonquinway.ca/English/dictionary-results-e.php
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“As I walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to my freedom, I knew if I didn't leave 

my bitterness and hatred behind, I'd still be in prison.”  

“Resentment is like drinking poison and expecting it to kill your enemies.” 

― Nelson Mandela 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/367338.Nelson_Mandela
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Kaiya  

2013 Poster Contest–  

Road Safety and Awareness 

Congratulations to Kaiya, Angel J., and Stephanie on their winning entries 

in the Bear Island Road Safety and Awareness Poster Contest! Each of 

these talented artists has received a $40 gift certificate and will have her 

creation printed on a billboard to be displayed on BI in the coming year. 

Stephanie’s poster is on the back cover.  
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Angel  

Miigwetch to Angel, Kaya, and Stephanie for the beautiful and imaginative 

artwork!                                                                                     

Miigwetch also to TFN Admin for coming up with such a creative way to 

keep our roads safe.  

Miigwetch to all the Youth who submitted their designs– they were all great 

and it was hard to choose.  

We all want safety and security for our children and everyone in the community.                     

Let’s enjoy the inspiration from these great artworks and keep the roads of BI                             

a relaxing place to walk and ride. 
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On the Road with Joe and Simone Twain 

Joe and Simone Twain have always been                               

adventurers. They are on the  Pow Wow trail                  

steadily during 

the summers, 

selling their 

crafts and            

enjoying 

meeting new 

people.  

In spring of 2013, 

Joe and Simone travelled to Tennessee, North          

Carolina, and South Carolina. They had been that 

way in the past, but wanted to return to devote time 

to exploring the Native culture in the area.  They had 

a fascinating trip, and they are happy to share their 

experience with the Blast.  

The Cherokee are the dominant Native American  

Nation of the Carolinas today. They also lived in what 

is now Tennessee as well, and although descendants 

of the Cherokee still live there they are not officially 

recognized. During the “Indian Removals” of the   

early 1800s, thousands of Cherokees, Creeks,              

Seminoles, Choctaws, and others were forced to 

leave their homelands on what became known as 

the “Trail of Tears”. In 1838 over 15,000 Cherokees 

walked over 1000 miles in a gruelling winter trek to 

present-day Oklahoma.  

Conditions were horrific. Thousands died .  

In spite of this terrible history the Cherokee               

community of the Carolinas survived. Some of the 

Trail of Tears walkers escaped to the mountains 

and hid; some others who had been “removed” to 

Oklahoma eventually returned to their homeland. 

Many also stayed in Oklahoma.                                               

Joe and Simone were impressed by the strong 

Cherokee culture they found. They went to many 

craft shops that they say carry high-quality hand-

made items.  

 

 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

They toured several museums where they viewed 

historic exhibits of tools, clothing, spiritual and     

political ceremonial items, and lifestyle depictions.   
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They were fascinated by the story of the                             

development of the Cherokee alphabet, or 

“syllabary”. A citizen named Sequoyah took it       

upon himself to create the 

syllabary in 1809; the                  

process took 12 years.  The 

syllabary was introduced to 

the Cherokee people in 

1821; by 1824 most                            

Cherokees were fluent in 

this written version of their  

language. 

Joe and Simone toured Bald River Falls at the    

Cherokee National Forest, and also went to              

Clingman’s Dome. A plaque there reads: 

“Clingman’s Dome is a sacred mountain to the 

Cherokees, where the Magic Lake was once seen. 

The Great Spirit told the Cherokees that, ‘If they 

love me, if they love all their brothers and sisters, 

and if they love the animals of the earth, when 

they grow old and sick, they can come to a magic 

lake and be made well again.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generally they found the people to be very friendly, 

and found it interesting that many shaganash identi-

fied themselves as part Cherokee. They were aston-

ished by the size of Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort: 

over 1100 rooms, and 100 suites. Joe says the casino 

generates  hundreds of millions  in revenue each year. 

Now that’s a lot of juneah!!!  (They enjoyed touring 

the casino, but they didn’t gamble.) 

Joe and Simone would like to return to Cherokee           

Territory someday, but for their next adventure they 

are thinking of heading to the western provinces.  

Please keep the Blast informed, Joe and Simone! It’s great 

to hear about all you have seen and done.  

At the Underground Lost Sea Lake and Caverns 
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Community 

Christmas 

Dinner 

2013 



 11 

 

 

Chi             

Miigwetch 

to Nathan 

and Jen 

for the 

great 

meal! 
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Elder’s 

Christmas 

Luncheon 

and Bingo 
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LMLC  

Christmas 

Concert 
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TMFC 

Christmas 

Luncheon 
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Christmas 

Hugs and 

Kisses! 
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Amanda and Mark 
would like to thank                

everyone for the                       

wonderful baby             

shower and gifts                     

celebrating Ruby’s                     

arrival.  

Chi Miigwetch! 
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1) G’ween-G’waush 

A) Wolverine 

B) Peace Pipe 

C) Evil Spirit 

D) Regret 

 

2) O’moo-day-ap-quon 

A) Vivid dream 

B) Roasting pan 

C) Pack sack 

D) Bottle 

 

3) Schad-diz-ay 

A) Angry 

B) Crazy 

C) Cautious 

D) Hot 

 

4) Ah-quad-diz-ay 

A) Confused 

B) Deformed 

C) Ill-tempered 

D) Crosswind 

 

5) Mah-Whut-Shew-Way 

A) Visit 

B) Peaceful 

C) Wasteful 

D) Mystery 

6) Day-a’kwe 

A) Broken Heart 

B) Headache 

C) Dizzy 

D) Animal tracks 

 

7) Day-bway 

A) Repeat oneself 

B) Speak the truth 

C) Encourage             

D) Heart beat  

Anishnabe Words and Expressions We 

Hardly if Ever Hear 

Anymore  

- with Duane Paul 

8) Mah-gum-maug-in 

A) Wheel barrow 

B) Shovel 

C) Hammer                                                                   

D) Axe 

 

9) Mah-mah-skee’sh 

A) Carelessly 

B) Cedar tea 

C) Regret 

D) Mama’s boy 

 

10) Ash-kay 

A) Hunt with a bow and arrow           

B) A method of hunting                 

beaver 

C) Chase 

D) Hunt at night 

Answers are on the bottom of page 34, next-to-last page. 

Ever cool, N’Shomis !

Miigwetch! 
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Health In
fo From

 Delma! 
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Christmas Bins 
Chi Miigwetch to Alice and all the                   

hard-working DPHC Staff for putting                  

together such great Christmas Bins                 

for the community! 

 

 

The Beauty of Co-Operation… 
New Year’s Food for Thought… 

 “In the long history of humankind (and animal kind, too) those who learned 

to collaborate and improvise most effectively have prevailed.” ~ Charles 

Darwin 

 “Sticks in a bundle are unbreakable” -Kenyan Proverb 

 “The secret is to gang up on the problem, rather than 

each other.” ~ Thomas Stallkamp 
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“Today, as we wish each other a happy new year, let us determine 

to be more sincere, compassionate warm-hearted human beings, 

trying to make our world a more equal place.                                        

That way we’ll actually make it a happy year”. 

`The Dalai Lama, January 1 2014 
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Temagami Artistic Collective Presents: 

Girls’ Night Out 2014! 
Saturday February 8                                                          

Bunny Miller Theatre ~Temagami 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your tickets early...it always sells out! 

Watch for the list of performers on the coming flyer. 

 

Answers to “Anishnabe Words and Expressions We Hardly If Ever Hear Any More” : 

1-B * 2-D * 3-A * 4-C * 5-A * 6-B * 7-B * 8-C *9-A * 10-B 

To “Aash-kay” was / is not considered good practise and in fact frowned upon, as it involved  the 

breaking open of the beaver dam to lower water levels in the beaver pond. The natural instinct 

of the beaver is to inspect and repair the damage, leaving the safety of the beaver house and 

making them easy prey. The entire family of beaver could easily be wiped out, jeopardizing the 

population.  

Note: Pronounce “aash”, in the word “aash-kay” much like “ace”,                                                                

ending with the “sh” sound as in “she” 

GNO 2013 
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  ~ January 2014 ~   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 

 Back to 

School! 

TMFC Open 

 
Men’s                
Shopping 
FHWC 

7 
  

8 
  

9 

 Men’s Dinner 
and Faceless 
Doll                    
Presentation 
5:30pm 
FHWC 

10 
  

11 

 Youth Cooking 
3pm 
FHWC 

12 
  

13 
  

14 
  

15 
 LMLC Spirit Day 
 

Women’s               
Dinner and 
Faceless Doll 
Presentation 
FHWC 
5:30pm 

16 
  

Regular                
Council            
Meeting 

17 
  

18 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
  

22 
  

Boy’s and 
Men’s                
Drumming 
FHWC 
7pm 

23 

 By-Election                          
Nominations 

7-9pm                                           
Rec Centre 

24 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

Honouring                  
a Child 
FHWC 
7pm 

30 
  

31 
  

Youth                 
Workshop 
13-18 years 
(Tentative Date) 
FHWC 

Notes: 

Notes: 

 Don’t forget the By-Election Date is Saturday February 8th, 9am to 5pm. 

 Perry McLeod will be coming for a sharing circle at some point in January– FHWC will 

let everyone know when.  
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Stephanie  


